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REPORT. 


In  entering  upon  tlie  discliarge  of  their  duties,  jour 
Committee  proceeded  to  adopt,  substantially,  tlie  plan 
of  the  preceding  year.  One  of  their  number  was  ap- 
pointed, to  whom  the  particular  care  and  superintend- 
ence of  all  the  Schools  have  been  intrusted,  and  who  has 
visited  them  all  as  often  as  once  in  each  month,  and  has 
examined  them  all,  twice  during  the  year,  publicly. 
The  adoption  of  this  plan,  has  not,  however,  precluded 
other  members  of  the  Committee  from  visiting  the 
schools  at  such  times  as  were  convenient  to  them,  either 
alone  or  in  company  with  the  Superintendent.  Each 
member  of  the  Committee  has  thus  made  himself  famil- 
iar with  the  state  and  condition  of  the  Schools,  particu- 
larly in  the  District  where  he  has  resided. 

The  schools  have  required  rather  more  attention  dur- 
ing the  past  year  than  usual.  Some  unforeseen  exigem 
ces  arose,  which  we  were  not  entirely  prepared  for. 
The  depression  in  business  which  came  upon  us  in  the 
early  part  of  the  Winter,  disturbed  somewhat,  the  rou- 
tine of  the  teachers.  When  the  Mills  stopped,  quite  a 
number  of  pupils  found  it  convenient  to  come  into  the 
Schools.  And  so,  in  two  or  more  of  the  Districts  we 
were  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  called  upon  to  provide 
more  accommodations.  Nevertheless,  as  will  presently 
appear,  the  Schools  have  been  successful.  Some  have 
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been  much  better  than  they  were  last  year,  while  others 
remained  pretty  much  the  same.  The  Winter  Schools 
have  been  remarkably  interesting  and  successful. 

We  think  there  has  been  rather  more  than  usual  in- 
terest manifested,  by  the  parents  and  pupils,  during  the 
past  year,  in  the  cause  of  Education.  This  may  have 
been  owing,  in  some  degree,  to  an  address  with  which 
we  were  favored  in  March,  1867,  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Boutwell,  Secretary  of  the  Mass.  Board  of  Education; 
in  which  the  relative  duties  of  parents  and  teachers 
were  set  forth  with  great  force  and  clearness,  and  the 
District  System  was  discussed. 

In  December  last,  we  secured  a visit  from  the  Rev. 
B.  G.  Northrop,  an  agent  of  the  Board  of  Education. 
Your  Committee,  together  with  the  teachers  of  all  the 
Schools,  with  their  advanced  pupils,  and  as  many  pa- 
rents and  friends  as  could  make  it  convenient,  assem- 
bled at  the  School-House  Hall,  in  District  No.  3,  and 
listened  to  the  suggestions  and  teachings  of  this  accom- 
plished gentleman.  In  the  evening  he  gave  an  address 
on  the  subject  of  Common  School  Education,  which  was 
listened  to  with  marked  attention,  by  a large  audience. 

-All  the  public  examinations  of  the  Schools  have  been 
attended  by  as  many  spectators  as  could  find  seats, 
and  gentlemen  from  other  towns,  distinguished  for  their 
experience  and  wisdom  in  educational  matters,  have 
been  present,  and  have  addressed  those  present. 

From  the  Report  made  to  us  by  the  Selectmen,  we 
learn  that,  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1857,  there  were  in 
this  town  Five  Hundred  and  Ninety-one  persons  be- 
tween the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years,  viz.: — 
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Eleven  different  Schools  have  been  taught  during  the 
year.  Of  these,  in  Districts  No.  1,  2,  4,  5 and  6,  there 
has  been  one  in  each.  In  District  No.  3 there  have  been 
four  Schools  ; in  District  No.  T two  Schools.  The  whole 
number  of  children  who  have  been  registered  in  these 
Schools,  has  been — 

In  Summer,  628.  Aggregate  average  attendance,  453. 
In  Winter  641.  “ 513. 

Of  these,  the  whole  number  of  all  ages,  in  District  No. 
1,  has  been — 

In  Summer,  . . . 56,  Average,  . . 42. 

In  Winter,  . . . 63,  Average,  . . 43|J. 

In  District  No.  2,  ha3  been — 

In  Summer,  ...  40  Average,  . . 32 

In  Winter,  ...  50  “ ...  43. 

In  District  No.  3,  has  been,  in  all  the  Schools — 

In  Summer,  . . .313,  Average,  . . 206f. 

In  Winter,  . . . 291,  ‘‘  . . 220 f. 

In  District  No.  4,  has  been — 

In  Summer,  . . . 32,  Average,  . . . 22. 

In  Winter,  . . . 29,  ‘‘  ...  22. 

In  District  No.  5,  has  been — 

In  Summer,  . . 46,  Average,  . . .36. 

In  Winter,  ...  48,  ...  39. 
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. In  District  No.  6,  has  been — 

In  Summer,  . . . 61,  Average,  . . 46, 

In  Winter,  ...  74,  “ ...  69. 

Ill  District  No.  7,  has  been,  in  both  Schools — 

In  Summer,  . . . 80,  Average,  . . .69. 

In  Winter,  ...  86,  “ ...  77. 

The  aggregate  number  of  pupils  in  all  the  Schools, 
over  fifteen  years  of  age,  has  been,  in  summer,  22,  in 
Winter,  76.  Aggregate  number  of  pupils  in  all  the 
Schools,  under  the  age  of  five  years,  has  been,  in  Sum- 
mer, 38,  in  Winter,  5. 

Aggregate  of  months  of  all  the  Schools — in  Summer, 
45  months,  2 weeks,  3J  days.  In  Winter,  39  months, 
2J  weeks.  • 

Whole  amount  of  money  raised  by  the  town. 


for  Schools,  for  1857-8, §2,800  00 

Interest  of  State  School  Fund,  ....  128  56 

Total,  §2,928  56 


Amount  appropriated  to  District  No.  1,  §300  ; to  Dis- 
trict No.  2,  §264  ; to  District  No.  3,  §1,071  20 ; to 
District  No.  4,  §256  36  ; to  District  No.  5,  §282  40  , 
to  District  No.  6,  §300  20  ; to  District  No.  7,  §454  40. 

The  average  wages  per  month,  of  female  teachers,  in- 
cluding board,  has  been,  in  Summer,  §23,91  cents.  In 
Winter,  §23,62  Of  male  teachers,  in  Summer,  §61, 
53  cents.  In  Winter,  §46,13 
In  seven  of  the  Schools  we  have  enjoyed  the  labors  of 
teachers  who  had  been  employed  in  the  town  during  the 
preceding  year.  And  in  those  instances,  where  the 
same  teachers  have  been  continued  in  the  same  Schools, 
there  has  been  that  degree  of  steady  improvement  in 
those  qualities  which  make  up  a good  school,  which  we 
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had  a right  to  expect.  For,  we  hold  it  to  be  suscepti- 
ble of  demonstration  that  no  teacher,  be  he  never  so 
skilful  or  accomplished,  can  fully  develop  his  own  theo- 
ry, or  produce  any  great  change  in  the  character  of  a 
School,  for  good,  in  the  space  of  one  term.  He  can  but 
just  have  begun  to  be  acquainted  with  the  attainments, 
the  capacity,  the  talents  and  the  temper  of  his  pupils, 
when  he  leaves  them,  while  his  pupils  will  have  but  just 
begun  to  adopt  his  style  of  thought  and  action,  and  to 
yield  obedience  to  his  discipline.  And  that  must  be  in- 
herently a good  School  which  can  continue  .prosperous 
through  successive  terms  under  different  teachers. 
With  every  new  teacher  there  is,  generally,  a recur- 
rence to  beginnings.  The  time  occupied  in  starting 
anew,  is  often  more  than  half  of  the  time  of  the  teach- 
er’s service. 

This  custom  of  changing  teachers  is  one  incident  to 
the  present  District  System.  Very  many  of  our  older 
pupils  attend  School  only  in  the  Winter,  who  might  oth- 
erwise attend  throughout  the  year,  under  a different 
system.  Teachers  are  now  employed  merely  for  the 
Summer,  with  the  understanding  that  there  may  be  a 
change  in  the  Winter,  and  children  who  might  otherwise 
attend  do  not,  and  the  Schools  frequently  lose  in  Sum- 
mer what  they  may  have  gained  in  the  Winter.  When 
those  pupils  who  have  not  attended  during  the  Summer, 
come  into  the  Schools  in  the  Winter,  the  School  cannot 
fail  to  be  embarrassed,  because  there  must  be  a re-con- 
struction of  classes,  and  a general  modification  of  disci- 
pline. If  the  classes  begin  again  together,  it  is  a wrong 
committed  upon  those  put  back,  and  if  pupils  are  une- 
qually classed,  it  is  a wrong  upon  all.  Take  any  study 
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you  please,  and  it  sadly  disturbs  a School,  to  have  such 
changes  made. 

By  Chapter  189  of  the  Statutes  of  1857,  it  is  provid- 
ed that  any  city  or  town  may  establish  and  maintain, in 
addition  to  the  Schools  now  required  by  law  to  be  main- 
tained therein.  Schools  for  the  education  of  persons  over 
fifteen  years  of  age,  and  may  determine  the  term  or 
terms  of  time  in  each  or  any  year,  and  the  hours  of  the 
day  during  which  said  School  shall  be  kept ; and  they 
may  also  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  support  thereof.” 

During  the  past  year  seventy-six  pupils,  over  fifteen 
years  of  age,  have  attended  our  Schools,  viz.: — 

In  District  No.  1,  In  Summer,  0,  In  Winter,  11. 
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in  Summer, 

22, 

In  Winter, 

76. 

It 

will  be  evident  to  you  at  once,  that  the  abstraction 

of  these  pupils  from  the  various  Schools  they  have  at- 
tended, would  ha^e  materially  affected  their  character, 
and  in  one  or  more,  would  have  reduced  the  number  to 
a very  small  figure.  Now,  we  are  not  to  be  understood 
as  not  desiring  the  attendance  of  these  older  pupils. 
We  do  most  earnestly  desire  their  attendance.  We 
should  like  to  see  them  in  the  Schools  in  Summer  as  well 
as  in  Winter.  We  are  proud  of  the  great  number  of 
those  of  so  advanced  age  as  have  attended  the  past  win- 
ter, but  we  do  wish  to  be  understood  as  condemning  the 
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system  wliicli  compels  them  to  attend  the  same  School 
with  very  young  pupils.  To  our  view,  this  is  one  of  the 
most  obvious  evils  of  the  District  System.  Then,  sec- 
ondly, the  division  of  the  money  v/hich  is  raised  by  tax- 
ation, for  the  tuition  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  fifteen  years^  becomes  difficult  to  be  made  so  that 
these  pupils  of  advanced  age  shall  receive  instruc- 
tion from  such  teachers  as  they  deserve.  The  plan  has 
heretofore  been  for  a Committee  to  be  appointed,  spe-^ 
cially,  in  Town  Meeting,  to  divide  the  school  money. 
This  Committee  have  seldom  been,  many  of  them,  mem- 
bers either  of  the  Prudential  or  Superintending  Commit' 
tees,  and  therefore  we  have  had,  virtually,  three  different 
Committees.  And  it  is  impossible  that  the  money  should 
be  divided  by  one  Committee,  to  be  expended  by  anoth- 
er, with  that  economy  which  should  be  exercised.  If 
meos  plan  can  be  adopted,  by  which  the  money  can  be 
divided  and  expended  by  the  same  Committee,  it  will  be 
one  step  towards  the  correction  of  a great  e\di. 

It  may  be  said  that  female  teachers  are  competent 
for  those  Schools  in  which  there  are  older  pupils,  and  it 
is  true  they  may  be.  But  they  shrink  from  the  task, 
and  we  are  of  the  opinion  that,  other  th  ngs  being  equal, 
male  teachers  should  be  employed  for  these  older  pupils. 

Horace  Mann  in  his  Tenth  Annual  Report,  published 
in  1849,  says — ‘‘  In  undistricted  towns,  we  never  see 
the  painful,  anti-republican  contrast  of  one  School,  in 
one  section,  kept  all  the  year  round,  by  a teacher  who 
receives  one  hundred  dollars  a month,  while  in  another 
section  of  the  same  town,  the  School  is  kept  on  the  min- 
imum principle,  both  as  to  time  and  price,  and  of  course 
yielding  only  a minimum  amount  of  benefit  — to  say 
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notliing  of  probable  and  irremediable  evils  that  it  may 
inflict.’’ 

I consider  the  law  of  1789,  th6  germ  of  which  may 
be  found  in  the  Province  Law  of  Geo.  I.,  Ch.  1.  (^Anc. 
Cli.  p.  666,)  authorizing  Towns  to  divide  themselves 
into  Districts,  the  most  unfortunate  daw  on  the  subject 
of  Common  Schools,  ever  enacted  in  the  State.” 

Hon.  Geo.  S.  Bout  well,  the  present  able  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  in  the  twenty-first  Annual  Re- 
port, just  published,  coincides  entirely  with  the  views 
above  quoted,  and  styles  the  District  System  a Serious 
Educational  Evil.”  21st  Ann.  Rep.  p.  49. 

We  speak  of  it  and  we  urge  you  to  give  the  matter 
careful  and  intelligent  deliberation,  because  we  are  con- 
vinced that  the  present  system  of  collecting  together  in 
the  same  School,  children  of  all  ages  and  of  all  degrees 
of  attainment  is  a serious  evil. 

And  we  are  satisfied  that  this  evil  must  continue  to 
hinder  that  success  of  the  Schools,  which  we  know  you 
most  earnestly  desire,  while  the  present  unsatisfactory 
system  of  districting  them  exists.  We  think  that  if  our 
Schools  could  be  so  graded,  as  that  the  right  teacher 
could  be  placed  over  the  pupils,  time,  trouble  and 
money  would  be  saved.  And  there  would  be  a unifor-  - 
mity  of  improvement  and  progress  such  as  at  present  we 
can  have  no  right  to  expect. 

As  at  present  divided  and  hemmed  in  by  imaginary 
lines,  we  are  compelled  to  pay  too  high  wages.  We 
have  seen  that  the  average  wages  paid  to  Female  Teach- 
ers in  Summer,  during  the  past  year,  has  been  $23  91. 
This  it  will  be  borne  in  mind  includes  board,  which  is 
an  important  consideration.  It  has  often  been  found 
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extremely  difficult  to  find  places  for  a teacher  to  board 
in  the  District  in  which  he  or  she  is  engaged  to  teach. 
And  we  know  of  instances  where  the  Prudential  Com- 
mittee has  been  chosen  to  the  office  simply  because  he 
was  willing  to  take  the  teacher  into  his  family  to  board  ! 

The  Statute  we  have  alluded  to  provides  for  those 
children  over  fifteen  years  of  age.  By  another  Statute, 
Chap.  132  of  the  Laws  of  1857,  it  is  provided  that  all 
children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years  shall 
be  entitled  to  attend  the  public  schools  of  the  city  or 
town  in  which  they  shall  reside  for  the  time  being.” 

The  most  obvious  construction  of  this  Statute  appears 
to  be  that  persons  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen 
years  onhj^  shall  attend  upon  the  Schools  we  at  present 
sustain,  unless  by  a special  vote  of  the  Town.  And,  as 
their  attendance  under  the  existing  system,  in  scattered 
detachments,  while  it  is  much  to  be  desired  in  many 
respects,  yet  operates  unfavorably  in  other  respects,  we 
hope  you  will  take  the  subject  into  consideration  and 
devise  some  plan  by  which  all  our  children  of  all  ages 
who  desire  to  attend  School  can  be  provided  for,  with 
no  additional  outlay  of  money ; and  so  that  there  shall 
be  a closer  approximation  to  a “ bestoioment  of  equal 
School  privileges  upon  all  the  children  in  the  tovm^ 
ivhether  they  chance  to  belong  to  a large  District  or  to  a 
small  one^  to  a rich  District  or  to  a poor  one,’’  Horace 
Mann’s  10th  Annual  Report,  p.  146. 

We  think  that  some  system*  should  be  adopted  to 
equalize  the  wages  of  teachers.  In  District  No.  1,  with 
an  average  attendance  of  42  pupils,  the  teacher  of  the 
Summer  School  received  $30  per  month. 

In  District  No.  2,  with  an  average  attendance  of  32 
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pupils,  the  teacher  of  the  Summer  School  received  $28 
per  month. 

In  District  No.  3,  in  three  of  the  Schools  with  an 
aggregate  average  of  175  pupils,  one  of  the  teachers 
received  $16  per  month,  one  $20,  and  one  $24  per 
nK)nth. 

In  the  School  taught  by  a Male  teacher,  the  wages 
were  $61  53  per  mouth,  the  average  attendance  being 
in  Summer'll,  in  Winter  51. 

In  District  No.  4,  with  an  average  attendance  of  22 
pupils,  the  teacher  received  $23  per  month  in  Summer, 
$25  in  Winter. 

In  District  No.  5,  with  an  average  attendance  of  36 
pupils,  the  teacher  received  $24  per  mouth  in  Summer, 
and  in  Winter  with  an  average  attendance  of  39  pupils, 
the  teacher  received  $43  per  month. 

In  District  No.  6,  with  an  average  attendance  of  46 
pupils,  in  Summer  the  teacher  received  $24  per  month, 
and  in  Winter  with  an  average  attendance  of  69,  the 
largest  average  in  town,  $80  per  month. 

In  District  No.  7,  in  one  School,  with  an  average 
attendance  in  Summer  of  35  pupils,  the  teacher  received 
$22  per  month,  and  with  an  average  attendance  of  36 
in  Winter  $23  per  month.  In  the  other  School,  with 
an  average  attendance  in  Summer  of  34  pupils,  the 
teacher  received  $26  per  month,  and  in  Winter  with 
an  average  of  41  pupils,  $27  per  month. 

W e think  that  teachers  ought  to  be  paid  adequate  and 
living  wages,  and  no  more.  But  under  the  present  sys- 
tem of  dividing  the  pupils  and  appropriating  the  money 
the  teachers  who  have  the  most  laborious  duties  fre- 
quently receive  the  lowest  wages.  In  District  No.  3 it 
has  been  found  extremely  difficult  to  procure  desirable 
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teachers  because  of  the  small  compensation.  Still  we 
think  that  too  high  wages  have  been  paid  all  over  town. 
We  think  there  maybe  an  exercise  of  retrenchment  and 
reform  in  this  particular,  and  that  there  ought  to  be. 
Not  that  we  would  have  poor  teachers  employed.  They 
are  dear  at  any  price,  however  low.  But  v^e  think  that 
there  is  something  wrong  in  the  system  which  compels 
us  to  pay  $25  per  month  to  the  teacher  of  a School  of 
22  pupils  of  the  average  age  of  10  years,  while  to  the 
teacher  of  a School  of  60  pupils  of  the  same  average 
age  we  can  pay  but  $16  per  month. 

In  this  connection  we  advert  to  a matter  which  has 
never  been  presented  to  you  in  the  Report  of  any  Com- 
mittee. Our  teachers  are  paid  by  the  Aveek.  When  we 
"became  connected  with  the  Superintendence  of  the 
Schools,  we  found  that  it  Avas  the  custom  sanctioned  by 
the  Prudential  and  Superintending  Committees  for 
Teachers  to  keep  School  but  five  days  in  the  week,  that 
is,  to  have  no  School  on  Saturday.  To  this  custom, 
which  may  be  profitable  in  cities  and  large  towns  Avhere 
the  Scliools  are  sustained  through  the  entire  year  with 
brief  vacations,  we  think  there  are  objections.  In  cities 
and  large  toAvns  the  pupils  and  teachers  have  Wednesday 
and  Saturday  afternoons.  We  think  that  we  do  not 
require  the  same  amount  of  holidays  during  term  time. 
Our  Amcations  are  long,  and  our  schools  are  kept  but 
six  hours  in  any  day.  We  think  that  every  alternate 
Saturday  would  be  sufficient  for  holidays.  As  at  pre- 
sent conducted  there  are  but  twenty  working  days  in  a 
School  month.  Of  course  we  are  required  to  pay  board 
for  tAventy  eight  days.  We  do  not  think  there  would  be 
any  danger  of  either  teacher  or  pupils  suffering  by  over 
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exertion  or  confinement,  by  tlie  addition  of  two  days  in 
each  month  to  their  labors.  Moreover  teachers  and 
pupils  desire  to  visit  other  Schools.  This  is  a' desire 
which  is  worthy  of  gratification.  But  we  do  not  think 
that  this  should  be  done  on  the  days  when  the  School  or 
teacher  who  visits,  ought  to  be  at  home.  If  the  Schools 
take  alternate  Saturdays  for  holidays,  there  can  always 
be  one  School  in  session  on  Saturday,  and  on  this  day 
other  teachers  can  make  their  visits. 

One  other  subject  in  this  connection  lik*ewisc  demands 
notice.  The  Teachers  Institutes  which  are  held  by  the 
Board  of  Education  are  undoubtedly  of  some  benefit  to 
those  who  attend  them.  Yet  we  think  they  should  be 
so  appointed  as  to  occur  during  the  seasons  of  vacation. 
We  desire  to  be  liberal  to  teachers  in  the  fullest  sense 
of  the  word.  But  we  also  desire  to  be  just.  And 
where  within  two  weeks  of  the  commencement  of  the 
term,  as  has  occurred  several  times  in  our  experience, 
we  are  called  upon  to  give  our  assent  to  the  suspension 
of  the  schools,  that  the  teachers  may  attend  these  Insti- 
tutes at  the  expense  of  the  town,  so  far  as  their  time  is 
concerned,  we  have  hesitated  and  inquired  whether  it 
was  consistent  with  our  duty.  We  employ  teachers  ns 
we  employ  any  other  person  for  a specified  duty  at  a 
price  mutually  agreed  upon.  We  employ  them  as  com- 
petent, and  fully  instructed  for  their  work.  And  we 
think  that  the  time  occupied  by  these  Institutes  for  in- 
struction should  be  taken  from  the  vacations. 

These  matters  we- have  never  before  proserted  to  you 
in  our  Annual  Report.  We  have  thought  it'our  duty  to 
do  it  at  this  time,  and  bespeak  for  them  your  attentive 
consideration. 
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By  Sec.  1,  Chap.  206^of  Statutes  of  1857,  it  is  pro- 
vided that,  the  teachers  shall  be  competent  to  'give 
instruction  in  Orthography,  Beading,  Writing,  English 
- Grammar,  Geography,  Arithmetic,  Algebra,  the  History 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  good  behavior,  and  also  in 
Physiology  and  Hygiene,  whenever  the  School  Com- 
mittee shall  deem  it  expedient.”  These  are  the 
branches  required  to  be  taught  in  Common  Schools. 

Section  2 of  the  same  Statute,  provides  that  ‘‘  the 
teacher  or  teachers  of  the  Schools  required  to  be  kept 
by  the  first  clause  of  the  fifth  Section  of  the  twenty- 
third  Chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  shall  be  competent 
to  give  instruction,  in  addition  to  the  branches  named 
in  the  first  Section  of  this  Act,  in  General  History,  Book- 
keeping, Surveying,  Geometry,  Natural  Philosophy, 
Chemistry,  Botany,  the  Civil  Polity  of  this  Common- 
wealth and  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  Latin  Lan- 
guage.” 

In  accordance  with  the  provision  of  Sec.  1 of  the 
• Statute  just  before  quoted,  and  of  other  Statutes  in  force, 
we  have  caused  instruction  to  be  given  in  the  branches 
therein  named,  and  the  Bible  to  be  read  daily  in 
all  the  Schools.  And  in  several  of  the  Schools  there 
have  been  well-taught  and  diligent  classes  in  General 
History,  Book-keeping,  and  Natural  Philosophy,  though 
not  required  by  law.  Drawing  has  been  taught  with 
great  success  in  Nos.  3 and  7.  In  Nos.  1,  2, 3, 5 and  7, 
declamations,  and  compositions  have  been  required  of 
the  pupils  by  the  teachers.  Singing  has  been  an  occa- 
sional exercise  in  all  the  Schools. 

In  our  visits  to  the  schools  we  have  noted  at  length 
the  progress  in  each  branch,  and  the  character  of  each 
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recitation  made.  We  are  tlms  enabled  to  make  our 
Report  from  fixed  reliable  data,  and  not  from  our  mere 
impressions.  Our  observation  and  inquiries  have  like- 
wise been  extended  to  the  behavior  and  deportment  of 
the  children.  We  will  present  the  Schools  seriatim. 

In  District  No.  1,  Miss  Claeissa  A.  Battles,  of  Stough- 
ton, taught  the  Summer  School  with  the  most  abundant 
success.  From  the  first  day  to  the  end  of  the  term 
there  was  a constantly  increasing  interest  and  a corres- 
ponding improvement.  Good  behavior  was  a prominent 
feature  of  this  School.  Herself  methodical  and  accu- 
rate, nothing  appeared  so  minute  to  her  as  to  be  un- 
worthy of  being  well  taught.  The  slighest  motion  of 
her  hand  or  eye  was  instantly  obeyed.  It  was  a source 
of  sincere  regret  to  us  that  she  decided  not  to  continue' 
to  teach  here  during  the  Winter.  ^ 

Mr.  Wales  B.  Thayer,  of  Randolph,  taught-  the 
Winter  School,  and  under  his  tuition  it  continued  to 
prosper  and  improve.  Mr.  Thayer  was  a beginner. 
But  was  a good  scholar,  enterprising  and  ambitious,  and 
he  soon  gave  evidence  of  an  aptness  for  teaching  that 
most  strongly  commended  him  to  us.  Gentlemanly  and 
dignified  in  his  bearing,  he ‘sustained  the  high  moral 
tone  to  which  it  had  previously  attained  during  the 
Summer,  and  taught  all  the  branches  prescribed,  to  our 
entire  satisfaction.  The  School  was  diminished  during 
the  Winter  by  the  removal  of  several  families.  The 
parents  in  the  District  have  made  an  unusual  number  of 
visits  to  the  school-room  during  the  past  year,  and 
crowded  it  on  the  day  of  the  closing  examination. 
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In  District  No.  2,  Miss  Augusta  M.  Mullikin,  of  Lex- 
ington, taught  the  Summer  School.  The  School  was 
small — but  twenty-eight  pupils  being  present  at  the 
closing  examination.  Yet  throughout  it  was  a pleasant 
School.  The  teacher  was  intelligent  and  ready  to  im- 
part information,  and  sustained  her  previously  acquired 
reputation. 

Mr.  George  T.  Merrill,  from  Dartmouth  College,  . 
N.  H.,  taught  the  Winter  School.  He  was  an  energetic 
teacher,  fully  equipped  for  his  task.  Heading  and  Eng- 
lish Grammar  were  particularly  well  taught.  A class 
of  eight  pupils  studied  Algebra,  and  a class  of  three, 
Geometry,  with  pleasing  industry  and  success.  We  men- 
tion these  studies  not  because  there  was  any  neglect  of 
others.  Mr.  Merrill  is  one  of  those  teachers  who  does 
nothing  by  halves,  and  everything  was  taught  thorough- 
ly. And  the  School  made  greater  progress  than  ever 
before  in  the  same  time,  in  our  recollection.  Fifteen 
pupils  attended,  whose  average  age  was  upwards  of  six- 
teen years. 

In  District  No.  3,  Miss  Eveleen  L.  Knaggs,  of  Can- 
ton, continued  to  teach  the  Primary  department  during 
the  Summer  term,  with  increasing  success.  Her  duties 
were  extremely  arduous — her  average  attendance  being 
seventy-three  pupils. 

Miss  Henrietta  C.  Tripe,  of  Boston,  was  employed 
in  the  second  Primary  department  during  the  Summer 
term.  She  was  a correct  scholar,  and  assiduous  in  her 
endeavors,  but  she  failed  in -enforcing  that  discipline 
which  is  essentially  requisite  in  any  School.  She  left  the 
School  in  November,  and  Miss  Knaggs  was  appointed 
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to  the  School.  She  succeeded  in  securing  the  attention 
and  the  obedience  of  her  pupils,  and  the  School  made 
commendable  progress.  The  whole  number  of  pupils 
during  the  Winter  was  71.  The  average  attendance  50 

Miss  M.  Adelaide  Mansfield,  of  Canton,  was  select- 
ed to  take  charge  of  the  first  Primary  School.  This  is 
the  most  difficult  and  trying  School,  in  some  respects, 
in  the  whole  town.  Tho  whole  number  of  pupils  during 
the  Winter  term,  was  83 — tho  average  attendance  w^as 
60.  There  were  children  in  the  School  over  thirteen 
years  of  age,  who  came  to  School  for  the  first  time  in 
their  lives,  and  whom  she  was  called  upon  to  teach  the 
first  rudiments  of  reading.  The  greater  proportion  of 
the  School,  however,  were  young.  Miss  Mansfield  is  an 
excellent  scholar,  industrious,  faithful  and  kind ; and 
thus  far,  under  her  tuition,  her  pupils  have  done  well. 
What  this  School  needs  is  the  continuous  care  of  the 
same  teacher  for  successive  years.  This,  we  fear,  it 
cannot  enjoy,  while  the  present  low  wages  are  paid  by 
the  District. 

Miss  Annie  L.  Deans,  of  Easton,  favorably  known  to 
you  as  teacher  in  District  No.  5,  in  this  town,  has  taught 
the  Intermediate  School  during  the-  whole  year  with  en- 
tire success.  The  whole  number  of  pupils  belonging  to 
the  School  has  been,  in  Summer  and  in  Winter  the  same, 
viz.,  72.  The  average  attendance  in  Summer  was  50 — 
in  Winter,  58.  It  is  enough  for  us  to  say  of  this  School 
that  we  hope  Miss  Deans  will  be  retained  in  her  present 
position. 

Mr.  Oliver  F.  Bryant  has  continued  his  faithful  and 
invaluable  labors  in  the  Grammar  School  in  this  District. 
Tiie  whole  number  of  pupils  in  the  Summer  was  55 — av- 
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erage  attendance  41.  Whole  number  in  Winter,  65 — 
average  attendance  51.5.  Twenty-five  pupils  over  15 
years  of  age,  attended  during  the  Winter.  Of  these, 
three  were  from  other  Districts.  Here  has  been  seen 
what  can  be  accomplished  by  patient  and  assiduous  at- 
tention to  the  business  of  the  school-room.  Early  and 
late  Mr.  Bryant  has  been  found  at  work  with  his  pupils. 
And  their  improvement  and  progress  in  their  studies  have 
been  such  as  were  to  be  expected.  In  English  Gram- 
mar and  in  written  Arithmetic  their  progress  was  re- 
markable. A class  in  Natural  Philosophy  deserves  es- 
pecial mention — while  the  writing  books  which  were  ex- 
hibited, and  the  com])Ositions  which  were  read,  gave  ev- 
idence of  great  care  and  correct  thought.  In  all  their 
studies,  and  in  good  behavior,  this  School  has  wonder- 
fully improved.  In  no  School  have  we  seen  such  skill 
manifested  in  drawing  maps  upon  the  black-board. 

In  District  No.  4,  Miss  Mary  J.  Dickerman,  of  Stough- 
ton, has  continued  her  connection  with  the  School.  The 
whole  number  of  pupils  in  Summer  was  32 — average  at- 
tendance, 22.  Whole  number  in  Winter,  29 — average 
22.  What  we  saiii  of  this  School  in  our  last  Report, 
may  again  be  repeated.  This  is  the  smallest  School, 
and  the  pupils  are  young.  But  under  the  tuition  of  Miss 
Dickerman,  they  have  got  a start  in  the  right  direction. 

In  District  No.  5,  Miss  S.  Y.  Wilde,  of  Randolph, 
was  employed  for  the  Summer  School.  She  passed  a 
satisfactory  examination,  and  had  had  experience.  But 
her  selection  for  that  School  was  unfortunate.  The  pa- 
rents and  others  in  the  District,  as  well  as  the  children 
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seemed  disposed  to  do  all  in  their  power  towards  having 
a good  School ; but  to  say  that  she  was  a good  teacher, 
would  be  to  express  a different  opinion  from  that  we 
honestly  entertain. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Thompson,  of  Dartmouth  College,  N.  H., 
a gentleman  of  good  scholarship  and  experience,  taught 
the  Winter  School.  The  whole  number  of  pupils  was 
48.  The  average  attendance  was  39.  Present  at  the 
final  examination,  36.  He  did  literally  teach.  He  won 
the  love  and  the  esteem  of  both  pupils  and  parents  ; and 
consequently  they  took  an  interest  in  their  studies  and 
made  progress  therein,  unparalleled  in  the  history  of 
this  School  for  the  last  five  years.  Particularly  would 
we  mention  the  most  excellent  reading  by  a majority  of 
the  female  pupils  of  this  School. 

In  District  No.  6,  Miss  Sarah  S.  Weld,  of  West  Rox- 
bury,  has  taught  the  School  during  the  entire  year.  The 
whole  number  of  pupils  in  Summer  was  61.  Average 
attendance  46.  The  most  complete  order  and  perfect 
discipline  have  been  maintained  in  this  School  through- 
out the  year.  The  averag’e  attendance  during  the  past 
Winter,  has  been,  as  a District,  the  greatest  in  town  ; 
while  as  a School,  its  average  attendance  has  been  sec- 
ond only  to  the  Grammar  School  in  District  No.  7, 
which  latter  in  this  particular,  excels  all  others.  Seven 
pupils  have  attended  over  15  years  of  age.  The  School 
was  increased  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  Win- 
ter term,  by  a large  number  of  pupils,  several  of  whom 
had  not  been  inside  of  a school-room  for  one  or  more 
years.  But  they  were  punctual  in  their  attendance  and 
remai'kably  studious,  making  good  progress  for  eleven 
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weeks,  when  they  left  to  go  into  the  mill.  Fourteen 
pupils  in  this  School  were  not  absent  during  the  term. 
Five  of  these  were  of  those  who  attended  but  eleven 
weeks,  and  they  were  never  late. 

In  District  No.  7,  Miss  Jane  M.  Ide  has  taught  the 
Primary,  and  Miss  Annie  E.  Ide  has  taught  the  Gram- 
mar School.  The  whole  number  of  pupils  in  Primary 
School  in  Summer,  was  43.  Average  attendance  35. 
In  Winter,  44.  Average  attendance  36  1-2.  The  whole 
number  in  the  Grammar  School  in  Summer,  37.  Aver- 
age attendance  34.  In  Winter,  42.  Average  attend- 
ance 41 ! ! These  Schools,  which  we  have  regarded  as 
model  Schools  for  the  last  four  years,  are  now  to  lose 
the  services  of  their  justly  highly  prized  teachers.  The 
connection  that  has  existed  between  them,  has  been  one 
which  it  has  been  delightful  to  witness.  The  harmony 
of  the  District,  the  universal  desire  and  determination 
which  they  evince  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  their 
School,  by  helping  the  teachers  by  all  means  in  their 
power,  cannot  be  too  highly  commended,  or  too  closely 
imitated. 

W e have  thus  endeavored  to  present  to  you  an  idea 
of  what  has  been  done  in  the  Schools  during  the  past 
year ; and  to  make  some  suggestions  as  to  their  improve- 
ment. W e have  diligently  labored  to  promote  their 
success.  The  teachers  during  the  year  have  been  of  a 
high  order  of  talent  and  character,  and  very  far  above 
the  average  ability.  We  have  endeavored  to  have  eve- 
ry pupil  receive  equal  attention  and  equal  instruction. 
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Of  course  there  will  always  be  differences  in  attainment. 
Some  will  be  better  scholars  than  others,  while  others 
not  so  distinguished  for  their  attainments,  will  excel  in 
good  behavior. 

The  moral  training  of  the  children  has  received  in- 
creased attention.  And  in  this  connection,  we  deem  it 
not  improper  to  say  that,  the  Sunday  Schools  connected 
with  the  several  Religious  Societies  in  town,  have  been 
powerful  auxiliaries  for  good.  We  find  that  those  chil- 
dren— and  they  are  a majority  of  ail  the  pupils  in  our 
Schools — who  enjoy  their  benefits,  are  the  most  obedient* 
We  everywhere  witness  their  good  effects.  We  cannot 
too  earnestly  urge  upon  you  an  active  co-operation  with 
those  who  are  willing  to  undertake  to  thus  attend  to  the 
religious  and  moral  training  of  the  children  in  the  Sunday 
Schools.  They  cannot  fail  to  be  more  or  less  benefited. 
The  conscience  becomes  enlightened.  The  Bible  is  read, 
and  the  Lord’s  Prayer  learned  and  repeated  in  the  com- 
mon School.  But  in  the  Sunday  School  the  precepts  of 
religion  and  morality  receive  special  attention ; and  duty 
to  parents,  to  society,  and  to  God,  is  expounded  and  en- 
forced. As  one  bad  boy  can  exert  a contaminating  in- 
fluence upon  a School,  so  one  boy  or  girl  well  taught  in 
a Sunday  School,  can,  and  will  exert  a powerful  influ- 
ence for  good. 

“ All  truth  is  precious,  if  not  all  divine  ; 

And  what  dilates  the  powers  must  needs  refine ; 

But  Reason  still,  unless  divinely  taught, 

Whate’er  she  learns,  learns  nothing  as  she  ought.” 

One  hundred  years  ago,  on  the  16th  day  of  October, 
1758 — the  inhabitants  of  the  First  Precinct  in  Stoughton 
— then  comprising  the  territory  of  what  is  now  the  town 
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of  Canton,  voted  the  sum  of  eight  pounds  for  the  use  of 
a School  for  the  ensuing  year. 

To-day,  we  meet  as  a town,  on  nearly  the  same  spot, 
and  consider  the  wants  of  Eleven  Schools,  the  aggregate 
attendance  upon  which  is  probably  more  than  seven 
times  as  great,  and  the  sum  of  money  raised  and  ex- 
pended for  which,  is  about  seventy  times  greater. 

Wise,  and  patriotic  indeed,  were  the  early  settlers 
upon  this  soil,  who  standing  here  a century  ago,  poor  in 
purse,  but  rich  in  that  wisdom  which  reaches  to  the  fu- 
ture, thus  taxed  themselves  for  the  education  of  their 
children. 

They  had  gathered  a Church ; they  had  provided  for 
the  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  and  the  ordinances  of 
Religion.  Wisely  they  judged  that  the  establishment 
of  free  Schools  was  of  the  next  highest^  importance. 
We  but  faintly  appreciate  their  self-denial.  From  their 
humble  homes,  scattered  over  this  wide  territory,  they 
brought  liberally  of  that  which  they  had  wrung  with 
hard  toil  from  the  unwilling  soil,  and  the  uncultivated 
forests,  and  with’  it  laid  the  foundations  of  the  Public 
School. 

Around  these  two  Institutions — the  Church  and  the 
School — they  gathered,  and  guarded  them  with  jealous 
fostering  zeal  and  unremitting  care.  A century  has 
passed,  and  these  have  remained  priceless  legacies  for 
us  to  transmit  through  centuries  to  come.  Together 
they  have  existed — together  they  must  hereafter  exist. 
Let  them  suffer  by  no  neglect  of  ours. 

For  the  Committee, 

SAMUEL  B.  NOYES. 


Canton,  April  5,  1858. 
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